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Austin Chamber of Commerce

Position Statement

Adopted Unanimously: March 27, 2008
Recommendation from Austin Chamber of Commerce Education and Talent Council: 
1. Endorse the three Austin ISD bond referenda for May consideration.

2. Austin ISD Trustees should establish an annual review of facilities needs.

3. Austin ISD Trustees should establish a funding mechanism no later than the 2011/2012 school year which will be sufficient to finance district wide technology refresh on a continuing basis.
4. Austin ISD superintendent should create an information systems steering committee to align technology with instructional needs.

Background:  

· Austin ISD, currently at 82,000 students, is expected to increase student enrollment, primarily on the district’s outer boundaries.  Enrollment is over-capacity in some parts and under-capacity in other parts of Austin ISD.  Growth will affect facilities capacity.
· Successful passage of the Austin ISD bonds will allow taxpayers to receive:

· 13 additional science labs to help students complete a 4th lab science 

· Updated computers, software and technology

· Updated performing arts center facilities

· Needed maintenance and upkeep on existing assets

· A site in southwest Austin to accommodate a high school
· Additional permanent classrooms at overcrowded campuses

· An additional undesignated elementary school

· The proposed bond issue is $343 million and is anticipated to increase the AISD tax rate by up to 1.7 cents.
· Technology typically becomes obsolete and difficult to support after 5 years therefore financing equipment over 20 years is not the most desirable outcome. 

· Average age of instructional technology in 5,900 classrooms is 4+ years
· New technology tools and software are needed by all teachers to engage all students in the learning process in the 21st century classroom
· Per student funding is frozen, according to state law.  Additional funds can only be raised through tax elections or legislative appropriation.
· AISD will send up to $127 million to the state in 2008 through ‘recapture.’
· A combination of legislative changes to funding formulas, small increases in the tax rates and annual cash set asides may all be needed to refund future technology needs by 2011.  
