Bond Review Election Letter to Superintendents

Dear Superintendent, 

Through Opportunity Austin, the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce is focused on continuing improvement of the Central Texas’ high school graduation rate, the percentage of our high school students who graduate college and workforce ready, and the percentage who complete a professional credential, associate’s or university degree.  

Several school district boards of trustees and communities are considering asking local voters to increase their property tax rate to pay for improvements and additions to school facilities.  Clearly, a prudent, responsible approach to bond elections is necessary for Central Texas to continue to improve its emerging workforce and maximizing the life opportunities for its residents.  Therefore, the Chamber executive committee established a process with which to consider its endorsement of school bond elections, if asked.

Attached is a series of questions the Chamber will ask when considering endorsement of a school district bond issue.  It will not consider bond elections without this crucial information.  However, the Chamber will not necessarily endorse or oppose all bond elections brought before it.  The Chamber will not require an affirmative answer to all questions for support of a bond election passage.
The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce represents more than 2,500 employers in the Central Texas area.  Through our $14 million Opportunity Austin initiative, the Chamber is working with area employers, state and local governments to create 72,000 jobs over a five year period.  We are in the second year of the Initiative and job creation is on track.  

Should you have further questions regarding either the letter or the questions on the bond election questionnaire, please do not hesitate to contact the Chamber’s Vice President for Education and Workforce, Drew Scheberle, at dscheberle@austinchamber.com or 512-322-5628. 

Sincerely, 


Drew Scheberle, Vice President, Education and Workforce Development

Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce
