POSITION STATEMENT ON BISD Bond Referendum
WHEREAS, the Greater Beaumont Chamber of Commerce serves it members and community as a catalyst to have a positive impact on the economic well-being of Beaumont, Texas and the surrounding region.

WHEREAS, the BISD Board of Trustees have requested the voters to approve a $388 million dollar bond referendum on November 6 after a year long effort to develop a scope of work and a construction budget to improve facilities. The process was based upon guiding principles previously endorsed by the Board of Directors. The guiding principles were; Build schools in neighborhoods that will grow in student population and eliminate overcrowding; replace schools that can’t be repaired cost efficiently; repair existing schools to acceptable standards equal across the district; equalize access to high quality athletic facilities; consolidate schools in neighborhoods that are not full; and attract new residents with quality and modern educational facilities that will meet the needs of our future.

WHEREAS, the scope of work developed by a citizen advisory committee and endorsed by the BISD Board of Trustees fully meets the guiding principles. 
WHEREAS, there is a commitment by the BISD Trustees to publish a construction schedule and select a highly qualified third party management firm to oversee the construction plan in advance of the election.
WHEREAS, the chamber is committed to partner with the Citizen Advisory Committee appointed to provide oversight to the construction plan with expertise and assistance to implement the plan approved by the voters. 

WHEREAS, the current tax rate for school debt is 5.5 cents per $100 valuation, an amount significantly lower than the debt service of comparable school districts. With low interest rates, the district is in an excellent financial position to fund the plan through bonds proceeds. Delays will only add additional costs due to inflation and further aging of the infrastructure.

WHEREAS, Beaumont must position itself to take advantage of an unprecedented period of growth and opportunity. The times call for the attraction of new residents and extraordinary effort to develop and recruit a skilled work force. 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Greater Beaumont Chamber of Commerce offers its endorsement of the bond referendum. We further pledge to work with other groups to educate the public on the issues and the need to meet the challenges of our long-term future at this time in our history. 

Approved this 21st day of September 2007.

ATTEST:

C. L Sherman
Chairman of the Board
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