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Memo

To:

Whom It May Concern

From:

Bill Hammond, President

Texas Association of Business

Date:  

October 18, 2010
Re:

Texas Campaign Finance Laws

The Texas Association of Business’s (TAB) pro-business agenda, support of decreasing government regulation of business and shared, free-market values have been instrumental in making Texas the best place to do business in America.  TAB has been on the forefront of political and legislative fights in order to achieve dynamic results for our members and the employers of Texas.   

Our commitment in Austin, our state capital, and in Washington, D.C., has helped to establish TAB as the predominant voice for Texas business.  On many key issues, such as health care, telecom and environmental regulatory issues, the public, employers, the local chambers of commerce and other associations are very receptive to the information and activities that TAB promotes and is involved in.  Our audience then subsequently passes along the pertinent information to their friends, family, employees and members.

To fund activities such as initiating grassroots campaigns, hosting legislative conferences, writing and distributing issue publications, traveling for editorial boards, etc., TAB solicits membership dues from corporations, including small and large businesses.  TAB activities may also include the decision to make independent campaign expenditures (i.e. direct campaign expenditures)
 supporting or opposing political candidates.
  

For example, TAB may decide to use its funds to pay for an advertisement that urges the public to vote for or against a certain candidate (a political advertising disclaimer would, of course, be included in the advertisement).  This advertisement could be directed at any public elective office; federal, state, local and judicial.  These expenditures would not be coordinated with the candidates’ campaigns because such coordination would make the expenditures prohibited political contributions.  

While TAB may decide to make independent campaign expenditures to support or oppose political candidates, TAB does not, and will never, directly solicit money from corporations/businesses specifically for the purpose of independent expenditures.  TAB also reports all of its own independent expenditures that exceed $100 on any one or more candidates to the Texas Ethics Commission.
  TAB does not, and is not required to, report its members’ names to the Texas Ethics Commission.

As the most successful state economy in America, there is no better place than Texas to make this investment.  I would be more than happy to visit with you at your convenience to offer further details of TAB activities, and to answer any questions that you may have.  You can reach me at bhammond@txbiz.org, or 512/637.7701, or on my cell at 512/695.1960.  

� As referred to in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, 558 � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Reports" \o "United States Reports" �U.S.� � HYPERLINK "http://supreme.justia.com/us/558/50/case.html" �50� (2010).


� Section 251.001(8), Texas Election Code.


� Section 253.062, Texas Election Code.
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BACPAC is the political action committee affiliated with the Texas Association of Business. By law, BACPAC cannot accept corporate
contributions, only personal or PAC contributions. Contributions to BACPAC are reported to the Texas Ethics Commission. CIVIC pro-

motes voter registration and education through TAB member companies and their employees. CIVIC may accept corporate contribu-
tions. BACPAC and CIVIC contributions are not deductible for income tax purposes.
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